
 Columbia Valley Elementary PTO Meeting Minutes 

 Date: Tuesday, October 4th, 2022 
 Attendees: Amanda Kerber, Abby Liedtke, Beth Petrie, Chantal Summerfield, Lindsey Larson, 
 Becky Fox, Jana White, Vladyslava Rouhilanen, Jeanine Tyger, Chris White, Leah Torres, 
 Jeanette Crone 
 Location: School Library 

 Meeting called to order by Amanda Kerber at 6:30 PM 

 Welcome 

 Lindsey moves to approve the meeting minutes from September 13th, 2022.  Becky seconds, 
 minutes approved. 

 Principal Update 

 Leah states that the Spanish Club has started. It was a grand success, today they had about 35 
 kids participate. The plan to have it throughout the whole year every Tuesday.  Kids can join at 
 any time (permission slips have been sent home).   They hope to have a variety of events 
 throughout the year.  The first one will be October 14th (which is a non-school day).  Parents 
 like the idea of preparing for a whole school event.  Today, students made decorations for the 
 celebration on October 14th. 

 There has been an opening for the  Portland Opera to Go: Beatrice  to come to Columbia Valley. 
 This would be an assembly during the school day and the ages it is appropriate for would be 4th 
 and 5th grade students.  They are still deciding if 4th graders will participate.  It would last about 
 45 minutes.  Teachers will be tying it to the Language Arts Curriculum. It is a full on production 
 with costumes and sets. Leah is asking the PTO to help with the cost. 

 Chris asks about how many students if it included 4th and 5th graders?  It would be about 150 
 students.  It would cost $1.75 per student. 

 Agreed to to treat the Portland Opera as a PTO Grant and to fund it with PTO dollars. 

 Walk and Bike 

 Walk, bike and roll to school.  It will be on Wednesday, October 12th. This is Columbia Valley’s 
 first year participating and it promotes walking and riding your bike to school. It will start at 9 
 AM. Currently, there are 3 locations. Meet at one of the following locations and walk, bike or roll 
 to school together. There will be staff at each location. 

 1)  17504 SE 12th Drive.  West End of SE 12th Drive. 
 2)  1100 SE 179th Ct. 
 3)  Amphitheater in Tech Center Park 
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 Recent projects 

 Spirit Wear:  There were a few glitches with orders.  All has been sorted out.  Thoughts on 
 selling again?  Jeanette recommends February during parent teacher conferences.  It would be 
 an easy time to communicate. 

 Pennies and Paybacks:  Huge shout out to Becky! It was so much work and Becky was here 
 everyday to volunteer!  Penny Wars was so fun it brought in about $1100. Students really got 
 into it.  It is suspected this will do even better in following years- as students will know what to 
 expect. Payback books did not do as well as in years past.  Amanda thinks it will do better in the 
 next few years. There are about 100 books still out with students that have not been returned. 
 Becky suggests a paper reminder.  Small label that could go on t-shirts was suggested by 
 Jeanette.  This might be confusing for parents who did return money/books already. Maybe plan 
 on the small label on t-shirts next year? 

 Vote on the new Board members 

 The following people have volunteered to be on the Board: 
 Chris White- Treasurer. 
 Lindsey Larson- Volunteer Coordinator 
 Tana Maloney- VP of Fundraising 

 All in favor, after a vote, of Chris White, Lindsey Larson and Tana Maloney joining our Board. 

 Budget 

 The Board sat down and pulled numbers from previous years to come up with a proposed 
 budget.  The goal is to always have a balanced budget.  We spend only what is brought in. 

 How do we raise money? 

 Currently, the PTO is focused on two big Fundraisers. Penny Wars & Payback books in the fall 
 and the Navigator Dash in the spring. 
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 With no advertising Fred Meyers rewards have brought in a few hundred dollars per year.  Julie 
 Mills has offered to do restaurant nights again, the plan is to do a few throughout the year. 
 What the PTO Board has proposed is based on last year's numbers or from years previous. 

 How do we spend the money? 

 There are three categories: Administrative (website, email, finance program, copies), 
 Enrichment (students & staff), and Recognition (staff, 5th grade graduation & clubs). 

 Some of the biggest expenses are the Classroom Fund.  Each certificated staff can get $100 
 reimbursed from the PTO.  Music, PE and Library get a generous amount at $1500- because 
 they serve the whole student population. Every grade level and special education gets $600 to 
 use collectively on Curriculum Support. 

 Community enrichment is how Navigator Nights are funded. This is to provide an inclusive 
 unifying experience at little to no cost. 

 Jeanette discusses the After School Programs.  Columbia Valley has money for 8 after school 
 experiences. Teachers are paid for 10 hours of contact time to provide these activities, which 
 happen outside of school hours.  The price has increased from $600 to $696 dollars. Three of 
 these go to the track program in the spring and one to STEM. Historically, the PTO has 
 converted two additional programs- giving the school a total of 10. 
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 The Student Advisory Group has made it clear that they want more clubs and activities.  They 
 want to feel more connected. 

 Jana suggests looking into grants.  Jeanine says they take a lot of work and often go to lower 
 income areas but we will keep our eyes out. 

 Jana asks about the therapist getting dollars (OT, PT, & Speech).  Examples being seating and 
 positioning options. Leah says the district should be providing, they have the supply and don’t 
 struggle to get those resources. Any certificated staff including OT, PT and Speech do get $100 
 reimbursement. 

 The PTO agreed to move $192 dollars to After School Programs (to cover the increased fees) 
 and reduce community enrichment by $192, as noted. 

 Additionally, the PTO has a large savings. The PTO would like to provide PTO Grants to the 
 school.  Mrs. Petrie has already written one for new book bins for the library and for letter board 
 signs for all school use.  These are both great examples of ideas that grants can be used for. 
 The PTO has a grant request form in the staff workroom, but we may make some more specific 
 guidelines. 

 All in favor of the budget? Approved. 

 Other business 

 Jeanette states that picture retakes will be on October 13th, from 9:30-11.  She would like a 
 volunteer to be able to go to classrooms to gather students. Becky has volunteered. 

 Jeanette also confirms that the vaccination requirement will be dropped on November 1st. 
 Lindsey will send out a follow up email to our volunteers. 

 The PTO Board has discussed getting Directors and Officers Insurance for non-profits.  The 
 Board has agreed that it is not a fair responsibility and the peace of mind is worth the 
 investment. This would be out of administrative costs.  Chris will look into some other options. 
 Amanda has one quote at $600. 

 At Navigator Night events there will be a donation jar to help offset some costs of events.  Jana 
 also suggested that having a donation request on the After School Program permission slips as 
 an idea to help offset the cost since it has risen and is suspected to rise each year. 

 Kaitie suggests having the After School Program classes on Wednesdays, it is really hard on 
 working parents.  Leah says she knows how hard it is but teachers are still on contract after 
 school on Wednesday. 

 Jana asks how is the budget shared?  Maybe we can email it or post it? 
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 Chris suggests looking into a cheaper website. 

 Abby will ask Adam to set up and create a new Facebook Page for the Columbia Valley PTO. 

 Abby asked about having a volunteer sign up push again?  Amanda is planning on another big 
 push for volunteers. 

 Fall Fest Update:  Currently, there have been about 5 families and 5 teachers signed up to host 
 a trunk. The PTO would like more teachers to sign up to host, as the kids would love it. 
 Volunteer needs are more people to host a trunk (at least 10) and popcorn making/candy 
 guessing tables. There will also be communication sent out for families to donate candy, if they 
 cannot host a trunk. Leah and Jeanette volunteered to be greeters to hand out glow sticks. 
 Flyers going out this week with teachers to send home. 

 Meeting Adjourned at 7:40 PM. 


